Anthony "Tony" Paul Andrus
February 24, 1956 - November 19, 2021

It’s with sadness that we announce the passing of Anthony “Tony” Paul Andrus on
November 19, 2021, at Munson Medical Center after a brief illness.
Born February 24, 1956 at the same hospital, Tony grew up on the Old Mission peninsula,
helping on the family orchards. As he grew older, he realized his passions lay not in
farming, but in electronics. Self-taught, he was always buying, building, tearing apart or
putting together some new gadget or gizmo. He was the first person in the family to own a
VHS player something his younger nieces and nephews thoroughly appreciated. This
aptitude lead to a career as a technician at the Peninsula Telephone Company (eventually
bought by AcenTek), that lasted the rest of his life.
When not fixing other people’s gadgets, he enjoyed fishing, including annual trips to
Canada with a friend. He also had a passion for photography, especially capturing wildlife.
He would often wait for hours outside of a hole in the ground just to snap a picture of a fox
kit when it emerged. This appreciation of animals also lead him to always having a cat or
two around the house, usually strays he would name after the orchards or bushes he
found them hiding in, such as Peaches, Apricot and Holly.
Tony also enjoyed cooking, especially barbecuing and smoking, and could very well be
described as a “foodie”, though he would undoubtedly be miffed at such a pretentious title.
Family gatherings were always a good excuse to try out a new barbecue sauce or soup he
had been experimenting with.
He was politically active and enjoyed “sparring” on a variety of political topics. He was also
an active volunteer member of the Peninsula Fire Department for many years, helping
many of his friends and neighbors around Old Mission in times of crisis. When talking
about him, his “gentleness” and “kindness” are the words most often used to describe him.
Born to the late Lawrence "Bud" and Bessie "Betty" (Helfrich) Andrus, and preceded in
death by one sister, he is survived by one brother, two sisters, a cat, and a community left

just a little better by him being in it.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Cherryland Humane Society
(cherrylandhumane.org) or a charity of your choice. Per his wishes, he will be cremated
and a gathering to celebrate his life will be held at a later date.
Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home and Cremation Services is caring for Tony and his
family, www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com

Tribute Wall
Send BEAUTIFUL Flowers Locally to the family of Anthony "Tony" Paul Andrus.
Express your condolences, giving comfort and support. Click here to view
selections on our website
Send Flowers - November 20, 2021 at 11:55 AM
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Tony was a great man, definitely one of a kind. I’ve known him my whole life as
My uncle was the Peninsula Township Fire chief. Heaven just got a little bigger
and a lot safer now that those two are reunited. Rest In Peace Tony you’ll be
missed but never forgotten. My prayers to his family friends and coworkers. P.S. if
someone could keep me posted on funeral arrangements I’d appreciate it, I’d like
to pay my respects
Matt VanderMey - November 22, 2021 at 09:20 PM
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I've known Tony since I was a little girl. He was a fixture in Old Mission, working
for the phone company and the fire department. I remember that he was always
quiet and gentle. When I worked at the farm market on the farm he helped care
for, he even saved me from a few mice! He will be missed!
Wendy Trnka-Warner - November 22, 2021 at 03:05 PM

