David Arthur Johnson
August 7, 1968 - November 24, 2019

David Arthur Johnson, 51, of Traverse City, died Nov. 24, 2019.
David was born in Ann Arbor on Aug. 7, 1968 the youngest child of Dr. Henry "Hank" and
Susan (Schubert) Johnson. The family moved to Traverse City, their hometown, soon
after. David grew up on Sixth Street with his three siblings, Steven, Karen and Mary.
David attended Traverse City Central High School, where he was an outstanding member
of the diving team. He earned his Eagle rank from the Boy Scouts with a project building
wooden walkways along the Boardman River. He was also tapped for Order of the Arrow.
Scouting was an important part of life for David, a family tradition he shared with his son,
father, grandfather and several uncles and cousins. David served as his son's
Scoutmaster for Cub Scout Pack 35 of Traverse City.
After a year of college at Michigan Tech and a brief thought of joining the military another
family tradition - David joined the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local
498 in Traverse City. He loved being a "sparky" and hoped to become a master electrician
and open his business one day. An early adopter of home automation systems, he worked
for several firms in the area during his career.
David had many interests - he loved nature, photography, flying planes, scuba diving,
camping and hiking and enjoyed sharing these pastimes with the people he loved.
David was proud of his family, especially his children, Annika Grace Leary (mother, Nina
Leary), of Traverse City; and Arthur Lazlo Johnson (mother and former wife of David,
Alison Widmer), of Clearwater Township.
He is also survived by his mother, Susan Johnson, of Traverse City; three siblings, Steven
Johnson, of Grawn, Karen (Dag) Jorstad, of Williamsburg, Virginia, and Mary (James)
Pittel, of Auburn Hills; seven nieces and nephews, Jennifer Braman and Christopher
Johnson, Anna and Erik Jorstad, and Elizabeth, James Jr. and Caroline Pittel. He is also

survived by many aunts, uncles and cousins.
David was preceded in death by his father, Dr. Henry "Hank" Johnson; uncles, Col. Harold
"Red" Johnson and Arthur Schubert; and his beloved dog, Terra.
Private family funeral services have been held.
Memorial contributions may be made in David's name to the Michigan Crossroads Council
Boy Scouts of America or to the charity of one's choice.

Comments

“

I was very sorry to hear of my cousin David's passing. Even though I was not a part
of David's growing up years due to our difference in age, or his adult life due to
geography, I can recall a couple of years ago at my father's memorial service he
made a special point to seek me out to say hi. He greeted me with a big smile, as in
the page photo, and seemed a genuinely happy guy. He brought a sense of joy to
that moment, as I imagine he did to life.
To my Aunt Sue and all of the Johnson family, you have my most heartfelt
condolences in your loss. May peace be with you all.
Mike Schubert

Mike Schubert - November 30 at 07:30 AM

“

Sue, Karen, Mary, Steve - so very sorry to learn of David's passing. Hugs.

Barbara Coulter - November 29 at 09:59 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of David Arthur Johnson.

November 26 at 08:33 PM

