Erin Jessica Banton
November 27, 1980 - March 2, 2019

Erin Jessica Banton, age 38, of Traverse City, passed away peacefully on Saturday,
March 2, 2019 surrounded with immense love shared by her family. Love is what carried
Erin through her journey with cancer. Through it all, Erin believed that love beat cancer
and love can beat any obstacle in life. Erin was a true warrior throughout her nearly four
year long journey living with metastatic breast cancer. She took pride in sharing her story
publicly in order to help others also experiencing a cancer diagnosis. Erin left a legacy for
others to follow and admire for years to come. She will always live on in the many people
in her life she touched by her kindness, compassion, gratitude, selflessness, strength, and
love. She was an exceptional human being who will be greatly missed from this world.
Erin was born on November 27, 1980 and raised in Traverse City, where she graduated
from Traverse City West High School in 1999. She loved her hometown and took pride in
being raised in beautiful Northern Michigan. Erin had a passion to help others and loved
children. She graduated from Western Michigan University with her Bachelors of Science
in Elementary Education degree in 2004. In 2009, she received her Masters in the Art of
Teaching degree from Marygrove College. Erin taught Reading Recovery, Kindergarten,
and First Grade during her ten year teaching career with TCAPS.
Erin knew at a young age that she wanted to be a mother. She took pride in raising her
three beautiful boys alongside her high school sweetheart and husband, Travis. Travis
and Erin shared a special relationship over their 21 years together. They were always a
great team and successfully overcame any obstacles that were thrown to them. Cancer
was definitely the biggest hurdle but they both still continued to show love and grace
through it all.
Erin is survived by her husband, Travis Banton and three sons, Carter, Nolan & Griffin.
She is also survived by her parents, George and Janice Underwood and brother, Chad
Underwood. Erin always had a passion for family and loved all of her grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins, 7 nieces and her many in-laws. Family meant the world to Erin and she
was constantly surrounded, supported and loved by them all. She was immensely grateful

for her family’s love and helping her shape her into the person she was.
Erin is preceded in death by her two sets of grandparents, George and Lyleth Underwood
and Doug and Dorothy Little.
Erin wants to be remembered by her kind and loving heart. She truly loved everyone. She
accepted each person into her life no matter what. She was always the first to help others.
Erin had many friends and always opened her heart to let new friends in her life
constantly. She would even befriend complete strangers. She was a friend to all. All of her
friends throughout her lifetime made a difference in Erin’s life. She cared for them deeply
and is forever grateful for their love and support through the years.
Erin planned her own “celebration of life” service, which will be held on Sunday, March 10,
2019 at the Hagerty Center at 6:00pm. At Erin’s request, please come as you are and how
she remembers you. No formal attire necessary, unless that’s what you feel most
comfortable in. Erin would have loved to see as many people support her by wearing
TeamBanton shirts. You can show your support for MBC by wearing pink, blue, and/or
green. She also loved the colors purple, turquoise, and gray. She would NOT want an allblack funeral...colors are encouraged! There will be a ceremony to celebrate Erin and all
she meant to us followed by a party that everyone is encouraged to attend.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made for the college savings plan that has been
established for her three young boys. Checks can be made payable to “Erin J. Banton
Educational Fund”, PO Box 894, Traverse City, MI 49685-0894. You can also contribute to
the fund online at paypal.me/erinjbantonfund .
Additional opportunities to support Travis and the boys will also be made available in the
future.
Any additional donations may be directed to Cowell Family Cancer Center in Erin’s name.
Or you may choose to donate to Metavivor.org an organization that Erin was very
passionate about which funds 100% of research and support to Stage IV Metastatic
Breast Cancer.
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Hagerty Center
715 East Front Street, Traverse City, MI, US, 49686

Comments

“

Erin was the sweetest and most remarkable young lady I have ever met. So
unselfishly dedicated to her family and so brave in the face of life's trials. She will be
greatly missed by all who have had the privilege of knowing her.
Bill Hagan

Bill Hagan - March 08 at 02:03 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tammy Myers - March 08 at 01:10 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Erin Jessica Banton.

March 07 at 03:43 PM

“

Your smile could light up a room
Your strength was courageous
May your family and friends be comforted in seeing and feeling how many lives you
have touched and how much you will be missed.
You were a gift to so many
I will miss you
Deanna

deanna elliott - March 07 at 07:22 AM

“

Travis, I am so sorry for your loss. You and your family will be in our prayers.Chris
and Nikki Millward

Chris Millward - March 06 at 12:24 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Erin Jessica Banton.

March 05 at 10:42 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Erin Jessica Banton.

March 05 at 09:30 AM

“

In my sunroom I have a paperweight with a starfish in it. Erin gave it to me when I
was her 2nd grade teacher. She was so special even then!! I have watched her
through the years. I will miss her so so much.....

Kathy Tulgestke - March 05 at 08:02 AM

“

I am the luckiest person in the world to have Erin as a friend and to be one of her son's
teachers this year. All three boys and Travis have been such a source of light and joy. I see
Erin in their smiles. Thank you to her mom, dad and brother Chad for sharing her. Each
day, I will try to be more gracious and accepting in Erin's special way.
kathy radakovich - March 07 at 07:23 PM

“

Chad, Amy & Family, My sincere sympathy....

Roberta Underwood - March 05 at 01:07 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tina Shoemaker - March 04 at 03:55 PM

“

Love! I remember that day. She was loving it as much as the boys did!
Debra - March 07 at 08:37 PM

