Gloria Mary Tabone
March 30, 1928 - July 26, 2020

Gloria Mary Tabone (Lewis), 92, of Traverse City passed away July 26, 2020 peacefully at
home with her daughters by her side. She was born March 30, 1928, in Glassport, PA,
daughter to Andrew and Joanna Lewis.
Her family moved to Detroit, Michigan when she was 5, then to Lincoln Park. Gloria
worked as a key punch operator for New York Central Railroad in Corktown (Michigan
Central Depot) for 22 years. She enjoyed many trips with friends to New York on a sleeper
car. Gloria won medals dancing on roller skates at the Lincoln Park Roller Rink, which still
stands today. While working for the railroad Gloria met her future husband, Pat Tabone.
After their first date, which was by chance, they were together until Pat’s passing in 2005.
They were married in 1958 and soon after moved to Garden City to start a family.
In 1985, after Pat was relocated for work, Gloria moved to the Philadelphia area, where
she and Pat were known for hosting their families and friends. They were the designated
tour guides and took guests all over the region. Atlantic City was a favorite stop, mainly so
Gloria could try her luck on the slot machines.
Gloria and Pat enjoyed camping all over, visiting nearly all of Michigan’s State Parks, and
several on the east coast. Mackinac Island held a special place in their hearts.
After Pat’s passing Gloria took on a whole new sense of independence and split her time
with her two daughters in Traverse City and Baton Rouge, LA. The time, was scheduled
around her two bowling league’s schedules, of course. Gloria would then move to
Traverse City permanently in 2010.
Like a true social butterfly, she participated in all activities and trips at Bay Ridge, and
when that wasn’t enough, she made her way to the senior center. She was an exceptional
baker and a talented artist. In her spare time, she loved to paint, draw, cross stitch,
crochet and do ceramics. Even more than the joy of doing these things, was gifting them
to others.
She was proud of her independence, keeping busy and driving pretty much to the end.

She also bowled on her 90th and 91st birthdays. Although we miss Gloria already, she
lived a long and fulfilled life.
Gloria is survived by her children Gary Tabone, Sandra (Brian) Stimson and Cheryl Kelly;
grandchildren Matthew, Tony (Carolyn), Breanne (Aaron), Patrick (Kristen) and Kayla;
great-grandchildren Jesse, Gina, Jennifer, Sydney, Paige and Hudson; sisters Dorothy
Delphy and Evelyn Werksma and other extended family and friends.
She was predeceased by her parents; husband Pat; grandson Michael P. Kelly; son-in-law
Dan Kelly and brother Andrew Lewis.
A gathering in honor of Gloria’s life will take place Sunday, Aug. 16, from 4-6PM, outside
in the garden at Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home. A funeral Mass will be celebrated
downstate at a later date.
Memorials may be directed to the Traverse City Senior Center or to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital.
To view her tribute page you may visit www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com
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Tribute Wall

MB

I remember Gloria and Pat would visit my family in NYC. We had gone to visit
them in PA where she gave me a small heart shape jewelry box and 2 Christmas
icicle ornaments of Santa and an angel. Every year when I place them on my tree
I think of all the food times we shared. A wonderful couple that family meant a lot
to them. I can see them all together now in heaven celebrating life.
Mary Borg - August 16, 2020 at 11:27 AM

JC

We have fond memories of the Tabones. Camping, and parties we had on Ross
st.
May God bless your family.
Regards
John and Connie Camillo
John Camillo - July 30, 2020 at 09:33 AM

Brian & Sandy We are so sorry for your loss. This is SO sad that you lost your mom
Brian & your mom Sandy. We send you our deepest condolences. Love Steve and
Nancy.
Nancy Adamczak - July 31, 2020 at 02:01 PM

MB

My condolences to you all. Each Christmas when I place the ceramic ornaments that
she gave me, I always have find memories of her and Pat. They are together now.
Love, Mary
mary borg - July 31, 2020 at 02:14 PM

AC

I m honoured that if met Pat and Gloria back in 1992. All i have to say is that both of
them were were great and made all their best for us. May they rest in peace and they
re akwats in my thoughts.
Anna Marie Caruana - July 31, 2020 at 02:19 PM

I will forever miss her giggles and full of life personality. She was, one of a kind and I
will truly miss her deeply.
Lisa Zanavich-Quinn - July 31, 2020 at 04:38 PM

