Howard Arthur Hughes
March 4, 1941 - January 25, 2019

Traverse City - Howard Arthur Hughes, 77, of Williamsburg, passed away peacefully
Friday, January 25, 2019 at Munson Hospice House in Traverse City.
Art was born on March 4, 1941 to the late Carl and Meriam (Schlatter) Hughes in Detroit.
On February 18, 1961, he married the love of his life, Helen "Kay" Banta in Plymouth, MI.
In 1971, they moved to Traverse City to make a better life for their family.
Art and Kay celebrated 56 years of marriage at her passing in 2017. They lived 48 years
in Traverse City, and for 24 years enjoyed spending their winters in North Naples, Florida.
They felt fortunate to have enjoyed 30 years of retirement.
Art was a businessman and entrepreneur. He loved his involvement in Trylon Corporation
(Traverse City) from 1971 until it’s sale in 1989 where he and his partners proudly grew
opportunities for their employees as the company was recognized as a Tier 1 supplier for
the automotive industry. After retirement, he occupied his days with real estate
developments where he further created business mentorships that were very rewarding
for him.
Art cherished his family and took pride in being a teacher of life’s lessons for his children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Many of his proudest moments were of his family.
Sunday family dinners were a tradition in the Hughes’ household, and provided an
opportunity to maintain a closeness recognized by many as “special.”
Friendships developed in the early-70’s remained lasting friendships “to the end” for Art
and Kay. This support system was an integral part of their life. Together with family and
friends throughout life, Art was an avid fisherman, loved boating, hunting, camping,
snowmobiling, landscaping his yard and biking. Let it not be forgotten, Art was a great
storyteller of his adventures!

Art lives on through the family he loved so dearly; his daughters, Jeannie (Tim) Thaxton
and Beth (Marc) Moeggenberg, all of Williamsburg; his grandchildren, Jillian Thaxton of
Traverse City, Ross Thaxton (fiancée, Justine Ewing) of Aurora, IL; Jordan Moeggenberg
(fiancée, Lindsey Kukla) of Traverse City; Brittany Moeggenberg (boyfriend, Kyle Ensley
and his son, Jojo) of Kingsley, Brianna (Beni) Traore of Lansing; and his great
grandchildren, Cameron (Thaxton) Marcero and Kayanna Traore. Art is also survived by
his siblings, Norman (Sue) Hughes of Metamora; Ernest Hughes of Wolverine, Catherine
(Nick) Fitrakis of Redford and Steve (Barb) Hughes of Livonia, his sister-in-law Karen
(Dave) Bartski, and Bruce Bartski (a nephew who held a special place in his heart). He is
also survived by his fiancée Linda Belcher. Art was preceded in death by his wife Kay on
July 15, 2017, his parents and parents-in-law and his siblings Ronald and John Hughes.
A Celebration of Art’s Life will be held in the spring. For those who wish to make a
monetary contribution to honor Art's life, the family asks that you consider the Cowell
Family Cancer Center or Munson Hospice House, both through the Munson Healthcare
Regional Foundation, 1150 Medical Campus Drive, Traverse City, MI 49684.

Comments

“

We are sorry to read that both of your parents have passed - our deepest
condolences - they were adoring grandparents - many fond memories - Paul & Dale
Rajala

Paul J. & Dale E. Rajala - February 01 at 03:32 PM

“

My husband, Tom and I are neighbors, here in Naples, FL. Art and Kay were just
good people. Salt of the earth, kind of people. It was our privilege to know them both
and want to convey our most heart-felt condolences to the girls and their families. We
will keep all of you in our thoughts and prayers. It will not be the same here at
Princeton Place without them. God Bless! Love, Tom and Sara Baluk

Sara Baluk - January 28 at 02:11 PM

“

Thinking of you Jeannie and Beth at this time. Condolences to you and your family. May
God give you peace that surpasses all understanding.
Sincerely, Jay and Kathy Hunt
Kathy Hunt - February 01 at 10:47 AM

“

Art was a great man. Beth was my bestie through high school and I spent many days
and nights with all of them. We would go to Burt lake, their cottage, and art let Beth
and I drive a separate car as we just turned sixteen and thought we were cool . He
honored that. wow what a cool dad!. The first snowmobile ride was with Beth and art.
My dad forbid me for snowmobiles and motorcycles. The most important thing
...when my husband died, art and Kay took my two kids salmon fishing and they
caught a whopper. In addition,art let me store all of my stuff in his pole barn for no
cost. He treated me like a daughter...better than my own family has. And I am a
Madion. I love art and Kay. My regrets are that I never told them how I felt about
them. Rest In Peace my friends...and know that I love your daughters and your
granddaughters. And Jordan too.

Caelan Klein - January 27 at 07:47 PM

