
James R. Laukhart
March 23, 1933 - July 31, 2014

James R. Laukhart, 81, of Traverse City passed away peacefully on Thursday, July 31,
2014 at Tendercare Birchwood. Jim was born on March 23, 1933 in Dayton, Ohio to the
late Harry and Walburga (Borgerding) Laukhart. He was married to Rose Marie Richie on
September 11, 1954. Jim proudly served his country in the U.S. Air Force for 20 years. He
enlisted in 1951 and retired as an E6 Technical Sergeant in 1971. He served in the
Vietnam War. Over the course of his career Jim received numerous medals. Jim was
active in many organizations; he was a member of the Air Force Sergeant Association,
Retired Enlisted Association, the National Association for Uniformed Services, Life
member of Cherryland V.F.W. and the Vietnam Veterans Association. Jim was very proud
to be a Mason. He was raised to the degree of a Master Mason in the Traverse City Lodge
#222, Free and Accepted Masons, serving as Worshipful Master and Senior Steward. Jim
was chosen by his brothers as the Mason of the Year 2010. He served with his father-in-
law and brother-in-law in the Traverse City Lodge. He joined the Scottish Rite, Valley of
Traverse and the Valley of Grand Rapids, receiving the 32 Degree of the Scottish Rite
Masonry. 

 

Jim is survived by his wife, Rosemarie, daughter, Susan (Daniel) Cahalan, and son
Timothy (Cindy) Laukhart. Also surviving are three grandchildren; Heather, Kimberly and
Christin Laukhart, one great-granddaughter, Cierra Laukhart and a niece, Kathleen
Adkins. 

 

He was preceded in death by a brother, Dennis Laukhart and a sister, Barbara Adkins.
 

A Candlelight Masonic Chapel Service by Masonic Lodge #222 F&AM, honoring James
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, August 8, 2014 at the Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral
Home. Friends are welcome to visit with Jim’s family for one hour prior to the service. 

 

Military Honors will be conducted under the auspices of Cherryland V.F.W. Post 2780.
 

Those planning an expression of sympathy may wish to consider a memorial donation to



the National Masonic Foundation.
 

Please feel free to share your thoughts and memories with Jim’s family at www.reynolds-jo
nkhoff.com.

 

The family is being served by the Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home and Cremation
Services.



Events

AUG 
 8

Visitation 06:00PM

Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home
 305 Sixth St, Traverse City, MI, US, 49684

  
 

AUG 
 8

Memorial Service 07:00PM

Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home
 305 Sixth St, Traverse City, MI, US, 49684

  
 



Comments

Kathy Adkins lit a candle in memory of James R. Laukhart

 
Kathy Adkins - August 23, 2014 at 05:58 PM

We will miss our coffee and cookie time, don't worry Steve will make sure Molly gets
her share. 

 We will continue to look in on your wonderful wife. 
 Steve & Betty Davis

 
betty davis - August 08, 2014 at 02:41 PM

Sorry to hear of your loss Rosie Marie. He was indeed a very special person and will
be missed by many.

 
Dianne Akers-Kennedy - August 05, 2014 at 08:33 AM

Hi Jim. I sure missed you when I got back to work. You always gave me a smile and
a healthy wave when I came in. I will miss your tender heart and gentleness and love
of coke. I'm happy you're out of pain and suffering now though. Rosie was so
dedicated to you and your health, coming every single day to see you. What a lady to
have married such a wonderful man! Rest in peace Jim 

 Jane-Birchwood
 
jane Pare' - August 02, 2014 at 07:41 PM
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