James Clyde Smith
August 18, 1945 - August 24, 2015

James Clyde Smith said good-by to us and went peacefully through the gates of heaven
on Monday, August 24, 2015. He was met there by his mom, Margaret "Peg" Smith and
his dad O. Clyde Smith, who preceded him in death.
Jim was born in Detroit in 1945 and moved to Traverse City seven years later. The family
rented a small apartment in the "Old Town" district until his dad's accounting business
became established, enabling them to buy a water front lot on the Old Mission Peninsula
to build their dream home. Jim's Uncle Hugh was the general contractor and Jim became
his "apprentice". He loved working with wood and learned the art of finish carpentry. It was
beach property that fostered his love of the water. When his dad gave him a 7 foot
aluminum boat with a small motor, West Bay became his "playground" to fish, water ski,
and embark on numerous hiking adventures back and forth to Marion (Power) Island.
He graduated from Central High School in 1963 and continued his education at Taylor
University in Indiana. That was interrupted by the death of his father in 1967, at which time
he returned home to help with the family business. Shortly thereafter, he joined the Coast
Guard and the Coast Guard Reserve for 2 years. During that time he enrolled in
Northwestern Michigan College to start his course work for elementary education, which
he completed at Western Michigan University. It was during a semester break that he got
up enough nerve to call the girl he had his eye on, Terry McManus, and so started a life
long relationship.
In 1974 he and Terry were married and started their teaching careers in Traverse City.
They bought an old house on Eighth Street so Jim could practice remodeling a house. In
1975 they bought a lot on the peninsula and started building kitchen cabinets in his
parent's basement. They were finished before the house was roughed in in the spring.
Team work became the key to this ongoing project for the next 10 years. His son Cory was
born in 1981, followed by Keaton in 1986.
Jim taught for Traverse City Public Schools; at Sabin School for 15 years and Norris for

another 15. He retired in 2004.
Jim's love for the water and the out of doors were often included in his lesson plans for
both school and home. He loved getting his students outdoors to explore the wonders to
be found under a rock or a log. Norris had a creek nearby and that became part of his
science curriculum. At home, the bath tub was always an ongoing science project. There
was always a "critter" of some sort in a temporary habitat until it went to school for show
and tell. His two young boys just expected new arrivals every week and never realized
that it was a "bath" tub. Before long they started adding to the collection.
Even though there were always house projects, the family would spend quality time
camping and boating. His summer bucket list always included a camping adventure to the
Upper Peninsula and a boating excursion to parts unknown. One of his favorites was the
Inland Water Way between Conway and Cheboygan. By this time the boat was a 23 foot
Slick Craft with a "cuddy cabin". It provided the family with a cabin on the water and a
"research" vessel to collect new specimens for his classroom.
When we weren't traveling, his 1923 Model T would get a new coat of wax to make a trip
to the Farmer's Market or to the beach for the afternoon. He enjoyed cross-country and
down hill skiing in the winter.
He leaves behind his wife, Terry, his son Cory and his new bride Candice, and son
Keaton. He will always be in our hearts and prayers as we admire and continue on with
our lives in the home that he built for us. He was preceded in death by his parents, Clyde
and Margaret "Peg" Smith, his grandparents Ed and Ruth Montgomery and numerous
aunts, uncles and cousins in Minnesota and Michigan. Dementia never took away the
memories he had of the many summers he spent with relatives on the Nettiewyynntt
Farm. And though he might tell the same stories and jokes over and over, he never lost
his snse of humor.
A Sunset Celebration of his life story will be held at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, September 5 (rain
date Sunday Sept 6) at Chimney Ridge beach with Steve Fouch officiating. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a contribution to Hospice of Michigan 10850 E. Traverse Hwy.,
Suite 155, Traverse City 49684 or online at http://www.hom.org. The family can't thank the
Traverse City team enough for the care and support provided in this time of need.
Please share your favorite memories and stories of Jim with his family by way of his online
guest book/tribute page at http://www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com.

The family is being cared for by Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home and Cremation Service
s.
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Sunset Celebration of Life

07:30PM

Chimney Ridge Beach
Chimney Ridge Drive and Peninsula Drive, Traverse City, MI, US, 49686
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RAIN DATE - Sunset Celebration of Life

07:30PM

Chimney Ridge Beach
Chimney Ridge Drive and Peninsula Drive, Traverse City, MI, US, 49686

Comments

“

Terry, Cory and Keaton,
My thoughts and prayers are with you in your loss of Jim. I had wondered why I had
not seen you this summer. Now I know why. Jim and Peg are now together again. I
have many wonderful memories of Peg and her talking about Jim.

Deborah Kohn - September 05, 2015 at 03:37 PM

“

Terry, Cory, and Keaton,
So sorry for your loss. We have so many wonderful memories of Jim and our time at
the beach. Jim was a true captain! We are out of town and will miss the celebration.
However our thoughts will be there with you and yor family as you honor a great life.
Marsha and Chuck Miller

marsha miller - September 05, 2015 at 06:35 AM

“

Dear Smith Family and Friends,
I wasn't privileged with the remarkable acquaintance of Mr.Smith as you were,but it
saddens me to read of your tremendous loss. Please accept my family's sincerest
condolences. May it bring you lasting comfort to know that The Almighty God and
Creator promises us in his Word the Bible,that soon death,pain,outcry,and mourning
will be no more. May you have peace.

Greene Family - August 30, 2015 at 09:58 AM

“

Thinking of Jim always brings a smile and a story. What fun we had in and out of the
classroom! He was a devoted father and loving husband. I know those happy family
memories will bring you comfort during this sad time. Hugs, Cindy and Ed Hogg

Cindy Hogg - August 30, 2015 at 07:27 AM

“

Jim and I had some good times teaching together at Sabin. His wit and caring
personality made him an ideal teaching partner. Condolences to you, Terry, and your
sons.

Carol Roehrich - August 29, 2015 at 07:05 PM

“

Jim was the consummate gentleman. Early morning greetings at school were always
with a smile, a quip and an exciting 'find' story. He brightened our days at Norris
regaling past adventures/trips during lunch break and assisting you if there was a
puzzle about some classroom configuration or problem. We all laughed a lot and that
was important to him.
Our sympathies to you and the boys, Terry. He was one of a kind!
Jim and Jill Van Stratt

Jill Van Stratt - August 29, 2015 at 03:20 PM

