Jane Macleay
September 1, 1943 - March 13, 2018

Jane Ellen Macleay, 74, of Traverse City, passed away March 13, 2018.
She was the daughter of John and Ellen (Marcus) Macleay, born September 1, 1943 in
Punta Arenas, Chile.
Jane grew up with her sister and parents on a large sheep ranch in Tierra del Fuego,
Chile. Jane’s grandfather had been recruited in Scotland to come to Chile to manage the
ranch, and Jane’s father followed him in the management of the “estancia.” Jane attended
an all-girls school in Santiago, Chile, and--after her father had passed away and she had
completed grammar school—she and her sister Mary moved with her mother to New
Jersey. Soon the girls joined their mother and new stepfather in New York, where Jane
and Mary began modeling a line of clothing designed by their stepfather.
During the 1964 New York World’s Fair, Jane, who served as a tour guide and Spanish
language translator, had the thrill and great privilege of escorting dignitaries including
President Truman, King Hussein of Jordan, and Che Guevara through the exhibitions.
Jane went on to attend Miami University in Ohio, where she studied Liberal Arts. After
college, she returned to Chile, where she met her first husband, Tomas Brstilo. With him,
she raised two sons, Fernando and Javier, and later emigrated first to Calgary, Canada,
and then Traverse City, Michigan, where Tomas worked in the oilfield services. She lost
her oldest son, Fernando, in a tragic car accident.
Jane was employed for 17 years as a social worker in Suttons Bay at the State of
Michigan Dept. of Social Services, where she was valued by many migrant families
because of her kindness, and her fluency in Spanish.
In 1986, many years after her divorce, Jane would sit at a table at a singles mingle event
with Herbert Steed. They married in 1988. Jane liked Herb immediately; he knew Chile’s
history. Their conversation that evening and over the many wonderful years to come gave
way to a beautiful relationship filled with adventure and love. Two of the best additions to
the relationship she shared with Herb were her stepdaughter, Tonia, and stepson, Edward.
Shortly after marriage, Jane retired so that she could do more of what she enjoyed most:
reading, traveling, and spending time with friends and family. Given her love of adventure,
it was no surprise that Jane and Herb moved to London for almost a year, and then to
Vienna for almost four years. While in Vienna, she remained involved and active as an

officer of the American Women’s Association.
When Herb retired, he and Jane moved back to Traverse City. Regular lunch and brunch
dates with friends, and gathering with a group to play mahjong kept Jane busy doing what
she loved: enjoying the company of her many friends.
Jane loved flowers and music. She was a gifted cook. She will be remembered as
vivacious, caring, generous, honest, and straightforward. Perhaps most importantly, she
will be remembered as a loving and supportive friend. She also never missed a chance to
spend time with her grandchildren, whom she adored.
Jane is survived and missed dearly by her husband Herbert, her son Javier and his wife
Bruna, stepson Edward Steed and stepdaughter Tonia Steed and husband Victor Bondi.
She is also survived and very much missed by her sister, Mary Macleay, stepsisters Nina
and Karen Erdrich and beloved grandchildren, Julieta, Dante and Sophia.
She is preceded in death by her son.
A celebration of Jane’s life will take place Wednesday, March 21, 2018 at 11:00am at the
Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home, with visitation one hour prior.
Those considering an expression of sympathy may wish to consider contributions to The
Women’s Resource Center of Traverse City.
Please visit www.reynolds-jonkhoff .com to share your memories and condolences with
the family on Jane’s tribute page.
The family is being cared for and served by the Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home and
Cremation Services.

Events
MAR
21

Visitation for friends and family10:00AM - 11:00AM
Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home
305 Sixth St, Traverse City, MI, US, 49684

MAR
21

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home
305 Sixth St, Traverse City, MI, US, 49684

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Video Tribute

Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home - April 03, 2018 at 10:09 AM

“

I am so saddened by the passing of Jane, she was such a special friend. I remember
when I broke my wrist and she came in special to do shen for me. JoAnn Snyder

JoAnn Snyder - March 24, 2018 at 11:34 AM

“

I met Jane and loved playing mahj jongg with her at the Tuesday group. She always
had a smile and would check on how you were doing. She'll be missed.

Lynn Huffman - March 17, 2018 at 09:27 AM

“

I worked with Jane at Leelanau County DHS. She was so kind to our consumers and was a
great coworker. She will be missed by many.
Mary Gibson Marois - March 18, 2018 at 04:30 PM

“

Nancy Harris
The world has lost a remarkable woman. She was so bright, funny, and exceedingly kind.
And, what a beautiful obit-it displayed her specialness. I played MJ with Jane, took an
exercise class and enjoyed occasional lunches. She will be missed by many.
Nancy harris - March 18, 2018 at 11:01 PM

“

Jane was a very special friend and so kind. I remember when I broke my wrist and she
came in special to do shen therapy on it.
JoAnn - March 24, 2018 at 11:36 AM

