Josephine Fernandez
March 28, 1920 - February 16, 2013

Traverse City - Josephine Fernandez, 92, of Traverse City passed away February 16,
2013 at the Grand Traverse Pavilions.
Josephine was born March 28, 1920, in Ziesing, West Virginia, to Antonio and America
(Campa) Fernandez. Her parents arrived in the United States, from Spain, in 1913. From
Ellis Island, they went to West Virginia, later settling in Burgettstown, PA. Her father
worked in the West Virginia coal mines and then at Climax Molybdenum in Langeloth, PA.
Of sixteen births to Antonio and America, ten children survived early childhood diseases
(Lola, Virginia, Connie, Dora, Josephine, Mary, Joseph, Olivia, Isabel and Herman).
Josephine only attended grade school, but never lost her desire to read and learn. She
worked on the family farm and helped care for the other children. She was able to read
and write in English and translated for other Spanish neighbors. One such couple
introduced her to their nephew, Louis Fernandez, when he visited from Fredonia, Kansas.
On February 22, 1944, Josephine and Louis married. Louis spent seven years in the US
Army, serving in Germany in World War II. When his tour of duty ended, they settled in
Fredonia, with his mother, Encarnacion, sister (Angelina) and brother (Joseph), following
the death of his father, Jesus. In 1958, Josephine and Louis and three of their children
moved to Taylor, Michigan. After the death of her youngest sibling, Herman, at age 18
from polio, she wanted to be near her family who had relocated from Pennsylvania to
Detroit. Their fourth child was born in 1960.
Josephine worked full and part time jobs at the same time and still managed to prepare
meals at St. Cyril of Jerusalem convent on weekends. In 1966, she was able to leave
industrial work and become a bank teller for Security Bank and Trust, a job she loved and
took great pride in. She retired in 1980. She and Louis divided their time between Florida
and Traverse City after his retirement from the General Motors Willow Run plant until he
died in 1996.
Josephine devoted herself to giving to others. She was an exceptionally loving mother,
grandmother, aunt and friend. She was a caring neighbor on Weddel Street for many
years and the first in line to vote in every election. Extended family dinners always
featured her extraordinary pies. Her small home was a gathering place for conversation,
advice and good home cooking.

Josephine remained in Traverse City after her husband’s death. In recent years, she lived
at the Pavilions. She received outstanding care there by some very dedicated people,
particularly Robin Godfrey. She was no longer able to travel, but she remained a constant
loving presence in all our lives.
Her sister, Isabel, visited her frequently, providing priceless attention and love despite
distance and weather. Other relatives, including caring nieces and nephews, as well as
friends, drove many miles to regularly spend time with her. The love she had so freely
given was shown to her, in return, every day.
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her son, William, who is
survived by Juliana in Traverse City. Other survivors include her sister, Isabel Bouzas
(Ramiro) of Redford, MI, and her daughters, Connie Fernandez (Richard Heady) of
Albuquerque, NM, Ramona Fernandez (Donald Barry) of Ann Arbor, and Olivia Garner
(Mark Garner) of Traverse City. Josephine was very proud of her grandchildren, Louis
Barry, Claire Garner, Jesse Fernandez and Mary Garner, who felt her love every day of
their lives.
A memorial service will be held in March in the Detroit area. Interment will take place at
Grandlawn Cemetery . Memorial contributions in memory of Josephine may be directed to
Hospice of Michigan. Please visit http://www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com to share your thoughts
and memories with her family. The family is being served by Reynolds Jonkhoff Funeral H
ome and Cremation Services.

Events
MAR
30

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Harry J. Will Funeral Home
37000 Six Mile Road, Livonia, MI, US

MAR
30

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Harry J. Will Funeral Home
37000 Six Mile Road, Livonia, MI, US

Comments

“

I remember Mrs. Fernandez so very fondly as a teller at Security Bank, and a
neighbor of my in- laws, she was very kind to my daughter Stacy. Jose was a very
lovely lady, truely sorry for your loss.

Joyce McMillan - February 25, 2013 at 08:19 AM

“

Tu familia española no te olvidará nunca. Siempre te tendremos presente en
nuestros recuerdos. Ahora tenemos una estrella más en el cielo.
Ana Pujades

Ana Pujades - February 24, 2013 at 02:10 PM

“

I knew Josie well. Worked at Security Bank also... She was loved dearly by all
customers and co-workers... Also graduated with son Bill... This just caught my eye
in the Detroit Free Press...Great picture of her.. she was a sweetie... Phyllis - Swim Fiordelis- Hartwick...

Phyllis Hartwick - February 24, 2013 at 08:44 AM

