Kenneth Keith Wyckoff PhD
May 29, 1923 - November 26, 2020

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Ken was raised in Mayfield, Michigan, in the era of horse
and buggy transportation. He died in Traverse City, Michigan, in modern times where he
signed himself into Hospice care using his finger on a cell phone. In between he lived a
life full of love, service, education, work, flight and dance.
A graduate of Kingsley High School, Ken served as a welder and band member in the
Army Air Corps during World War II from 1942 to 1946. He married his high school
sweetheart Kathleen Vincent in Flint, Michigan, on June 10, 1944.
After the war, Ken returned to his life passion for education, earning a B.S. in Chemistry
from Michigan State University, a M.S. in Chemistry from the University of Minnesota, and
a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from the University of Michigan. In 1956 he and Kathleen
moved to Ashland, Ohio, where Ken built the research laboratory for Hess & Clark, a
veterinary medicine company. In 1966 he was hired by Parke Davis Company as
superintendent of the production facility in Holland, Michigan. In 1976 he and Kathleen
incorporated their own company in South Haven, Michigan; Wyckoff Chemical Company
made the active ingredients pharmaceutical companies used to make medicines.
When Ken retired from his company, he and Kathleen relocated to Traverse City,
Michigan, where Ken earned his real estate license and served as president of the local
Board of Realtors. As a member of the Kiwanis Club of Traverse City he had 35 years of
perfect attendance during which he served in several officer positions and led sales teams
for the annual radio auction fundraiser.
While in Holland, Ken earned his pilot’s license and often flew himself between Holland
and Detroit to attend Parke Davis meetings. After Kathleen died in 1996, Ken pursued his
dream of learning to soar and enjoyed afternoons flying light gliders at Frankfort Airport.
He also joined long-time friend Nancy Hubbell for square dance classes; they married on
September 25, 1999, and together danced their way from Alaska to the Caribbean.

Ken was preceded in death by his parents, Norval and Opal (Halladay) Wyckoff; siblings
Ruth, Gerald, and James; wife of 52 years Kathleen; and son-by-marriage John Luchini.
He is survived by his wife of 21 years Nancy Hubbell Wyckoff; daughters Tamara Wyckoff
Luchini and Teresa Wyckoff Szur; son-by-marriage James Szur; grandchildren and greatgrandchildren Dirk and Kathleen Colbry (Tamara, Grace, John, Kenneth), Mark and Dolly
Luchini (Andrew, Alexander, Aurora, Amelia), Nan Luchini and fiancé De’Andre Nixon
(Nevaeh), Timothy Luchini, and Frank Luchini; and Nancy’s children Peter and Karen
Wertanen, Laurie Miller, and Brian Hubbell.
Son, brother, husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather (“More Grandpa”), Ken
spent his life gift of 97 ½ years as a man who cherished his family, respected his coworkers, and faithfully served the God he believed in.
Public visitation will be held from 4-7 pm on May 14th at Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral
Home, 305 Sixth St., Traverse City, MI 49684. Masks and social distancing guidelines will
be required. There will be a prayer service at 6:30 pm which may be viewed at http://www.
rjfh.tv. Click on Ken's photo to connect to the livestream. Family will gather for a private int
erment ceremony in St. John’s Cemetery, Fenton, Michigan on May 15th. Memorial gifts m
ay be sent to Kiwanis of Traverse City (PO Box 864, Traverse City MI 49685).
Please share your memories of Ken and thoughts with the family by visiting Ken's tribute p
age at http://www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com.
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Reynolds Jonkhoff Funeral Home & Cremation Services - May 11 at 11:04 AM

“

Send BEAUTIFUL Flowers locally to the family of Kenneth Keith Wyckoff PhD.
Express your condolences, giving comfort and support. Click here to view selections
on our website

Send Flowers - May 09 at 03:55 PM

“

Nancy, I am so sorry for your loss. I think of you often.
Joyce Fox

Joyce Fox - May 06 at 10:35 AM

“

We have so many wonderful memories of Ken and Nancy as we waited for church
services each Sunday morning.Ken was a Wonderful man and loved his precious
Nancy and their time dancing at The Senior Center on Saturday nights.Our Deepest
Sympathy to Nancy...God Bless
Barry and RoseAnne Cook

Barry and RoseAnne Cook - December 01, 2020 at 04:18 PM

“

I didn’t know Ken long, but he was a good guy. He was definitely generous, cheerful,
and very sweet. His sister went to school with my grandpa and we would chat about
our hometown among other topics. He will definitely be missed by many. Rest In
Peace Ken

Dayzee - November 30, 2020 at 02:35 PM

“

Ken was literally the first person we met in Traverse City. My husband had accepted
a position at Lake States Insurance. We needed a home, walked into Properties
North and met Ken. He helped us acquire our first home and a couple of other
properties along the way. Prayers for Ken and his family during this difficult time.

Mary Krantz - November 29, 2020 at 12:49 PM

“

Many memories of seeing Ken & Nancy gazing lovingly into each others eyes as they
danced around the floor. Ken will be missed. <sigh>

Kathie Wiley - November 29, 2020 at 05:40 AM

