Marion Ella Greene
November 12, 1925 - June 13, 2020

Marion Ella Greene, our dearest Mom and Grammy, passed away peacefully at the age of
94, on Saturday, June 13, 2020, at the home of her daughter and son-in-law in Kewadin,
MI. She was born in Minden City, in Michigan’s thumb area, on November 12, 1925, the
youngest of four children, to Bert Teeple and Ella (Jacobs) Teeple. She was fondly
referred to as “Teep” by family, including her husband, Bill, whom she met in her early
teens.
Marion attended Deckerville High School, graduating at the age of 16. She began
pursuing her college degree at Albion, and Bill would hitchhike there from Michigan State
University, where he was attending, to visit her on the weekends. She transferred to MSU
where she pursued a Bachelor of Music degree. On February 24, 1945, she married
William R. Greene in Detroit. She accompanied him to Fort Bragg, NC, as he continued
his military service, which included active duty in the Philippines.
Eventually, they graduated from MSU, Marion with a teaching certification, and Bill with an
accounting degree. They lovingly welcomed three daughters into the family, Janet, Nancy
and Sue.
Although she never had formal musical training until college, Marion was a remarkably
talented musician, who was blessed with the unique gift of perfect pitch. She was
accepted into the MSU marching band as the first female saxophonist, where great efforts
were made to disguise her femininity during performances (men were scarce due to the
war).
Marion’s musical endeavors involved playing saxophone in several groups, including her
own all-girl jazz ensembles who performed in the Detroit area. She was a school music
teacher, an accomplished piano instructor, a church choir director at Orchard Methodist in
Farmington Hills, and the director and music arranger of a championship Sweet Adelines
chorus. She also found time to volunteer at Providence Hospital for 25 years.
During their married life Marion and Bill lived in Redford, Livonia, Farmington Hills, Milton

Township and Traverse City. After obtaining his CPA, Bill began a 30-year career at Ford
Motor. His job took him to many foreign locations, and Marion was able to accompany him
on numerous trips to Europe and Japan. They even enjoyed owning a condo in Spain for
a time. They loved their vacation homes in Murphy, NC, Cass City, MI and Lakeland, FL,
which accommodated their lifelong devotion to the Detroit Tigers. They were often thrilled
to chat with members of the Tiger organization who golfed on the course in the backyard
of their Lakeland condo.
The most remarkable attribute Marion possessed was her unwavering love and support of
her family. Their world was rocked by the sudden passing of daughter Nancy while she
was student teaching music through MSU in London, England. They were again dealt a
blow when Jan lost her husband, Jack, to cancer, leaving three little girls without a dad.
Grammy and Grampy immediately stepped in to love and nurture their granddaughters.
Their assistance allowed Jan to continue her career as a high school music teacher, and
church organist and choir director. The church choir director position was first held by
Marion, then by Jan, and eventually Jan’s daughter, Jamie, for a combined 50 plus years.
The granddaughters shared an incredibly close loving bond with their grandparents that
continued throughout their lives. Grammy and Grampy were also the biggest fans of Sue
and Kurt’s sons, cheering on all their performances, including piano and dance recitals,
soccer, tennis and basketball games, band concerts and musical theater productions.
Grammy’s musical legacy is entirely evident in her children and grandchildren – it was a
huge part of our upbringing, and came naturally because of her.
Marion possessed a great sense of humor. She engaged in conversation and made an
effort to listen and learn from people. Although only 5 feet tall, she easily took charge of
the groups she directed, with lots of laughs along the way. Dad had a much quieter
demeanor (they were a perfect fit) and always supported her musical endeavors, whether
setting up chairs for her choir rehearsals, or waiting for her on the steps of the Army
officer’s club before he was allowed in, while Marion finished a late night sax gig.
Marion and Bill celebrated 61 years of marriage before he passed from complications of
Parkinson’s disease, for which Mom nursed him for 20 years. She had courage and a
sense of duty - the traits of our greatest generation which aren’t always exhibited these
days. Mom and Dad personified dedication, perseverance, generosity and loyalty.
Marion was preceded in death by daughter Nancy, son-in-law Jack, sister Ruth, brothers
Don and Harry, and the love of her life, husband Bill.
She is survived by two daughters: Jan Brachel of Tucson, Arizona, and granddaughters
Jamie of Tucson, Arizona, Joni of Dallas, Texas and Jaclyn of Clarkston; daughter and

son-in-law Sue and Kurt Schumacher, and grandson Kyle (Kate) from Kewadin, and
grandson Jay, a music teacher in Bloomfield Hills. Great grandchildren Jayden, AJ and
Jackson survive as well. Marion is also survived by several nieces and nephews, including
her beloved nephew, Don Teeple.
The family would like to thank Marion’s dear friend, Dawn Champigny for her devotion
through the years. We’d also like to thank her lovely neighbors, Jean, Ron (Pat), and Dee
(Bob), who provided great friendship, comfort and security. Thanks as well to Munson
Hospice for their comfort during her final days.
Marion is ingrained in the hearts of her family and will be remembered with intense love,
honor, respect and laughter. We will all miss her terribly and trust she’s reunited with loved
ones in heaven. Her family on earth will never be the same without her, and will cherish
every wonderful minute we shared with our beloved Grammy.
Due to the current situation, a family memorial will take place at a later date. Interment will
be at Glen Eden Cemetery in Livonia. Arrangements are being handled by ReynoldsJonkhoff Funeral Home. Please visit her tribute page at http://www.Reynolds-Jonkhoff.com

Comments

“

Marion (Grammy) Greene Tribute Slideshow

Jay Schumacher - June 26, 2020 at 03:37 PM

“
“

So beautiful it takes my breath away. Your entire family are in my thoughts and prayers
margie Rybarsyk - June 27, 2020 at 06:47 PM

So sorry to hear about your mom Sue. The video was so nicely done, loved watching it with
the music. You and your entire family are in our thoughts and prayers You have so many
great memories to treasure. Jack and Ruth
Ruth Cherry - June 30, 2020 at 04:15 PM

“

Dear Sir and family,
I'm so sorry for your loss. The slideshow was lovely. It depicted so much of her wonderful,
full life. She seemed like quite a woman. Bless you all and I pray you find peace and love in
her passing. It isn't easy to say goodbye, but she is in all of you. Sending love,
Susin Kloster and family.
Susin Kloster - July 15, 2020 at 11:39 PM

“
“

Oh Sue, sorry for that autocorrect. Geez.
Susin Kloster - July 15, 2020 at 11:41 PM

My name is Joan Lucas. We bought the A-ga-Ming condo from your mom and dad. Always
enjoyed talking to them. Memory blessings.
Joan Lucas - August 03, 2020 at 04:53 PM

“

My name is Beth Mlynarek Kaufman. I was the first woman admitted to the MSU Marching
Band in 1972. Another woman, Lynn Charbeoneau, a saxophone player, was accepted that
year as well. Our admittance was a result of the passing of Title IX which opened many
opportunities for women. I had heard many times that women were in the Marching Band
during the war. When I saw Marion’s obituary in the Record Eagle, I felt a need to reach
out. Of course, I did not know your Mom or any family members, but her story and passion
for music touched me. My husband was the band director at Grand Ledge High School for
35 years. We met in the MSB, married in 1977, and spent our lives surrounded by music.
Marion sounds like an incredibly talented, musical and loving person. I wish I knew her. I
am so sorry for your loss.
Beth Kaufman - August 24, 2020 at 02:03 PM

