
Rita Radecki
April 28, 1934 - November 6, 2020

Rita Mary (Kolarik) Radecki, died at age 86 peacefully in her sleep on November 6, 2020
in Traverse City, MI. She was born April 28, 1934 to William and Mary Kolarik in Gills Pier,
MI.

 Rita grew up on the family farm in Gills Pier and graduated from Leelanau St. Mary’s
Catholic School in 1952. She moved to Grand Rapids and attended Aquinas College,
receiving a Bachelor’s degree in Education. Becoming a teacher was her lifelong ambition
and she taught first grade in both Grand Rapids and then in Rudyard Area Schools until
retirement after 30 plus years.

 Rita met the love of her life, Gerald Radecki, while both were students at Aquinas College.
They were married in 1957. They moved their family to the Upper Peninsula in 1968. She
enjoyed living near Kinross on their 40 acres of woods. Rita was a faith filled gentle
woman and was very involved in her parish of Holy Family Church in Barbeau, Her love
for flowers inspired her to arrange the weekly altar flowers. She also had a love of
handcrafts, especially quilting. The entire family has enjoyed quilts made by her for years.

 Rita is survived by her husband of 63 years, Gerald; her brothers Morris (Dorothy) Kolarik,
Jerome (Mary Ann) Kolarik, sisters Agnes McWethy and Jane Beaudry, children Ann
(Matt) Sartore of Grand Rapids, Steve (Lauren) Radecki of Petoskey, Mary (Joan
Plamondon) Radecki of Traverse City and Tom (Cheryl) Radecki of Jenison. Grandsons
Benton (Rachel) Sartore, Will (Briggitta) Sartore, Gare (Emily) Sartore, Connor
(Kara)Radecki, Justin Radecki, step- grandchildren Jack and Ava Seebohm,. Great-
grandchildren Nathan and Eleanor Sartore and many nieces and nephews. 

 A funeral mass will be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 12 at St. Francis Church,
Traverse City. Please visit www.sfparish.org and click the facebook link to watch the
service live. A memorial mass will be offered at Holy Family Church in Barbeau at a later
date. Memorial contributions may be addressed to Covenant House of Michigan.
Covenanthousemi.org.

 Rita and her family are being cared for by the Reynolds Jonkhoff Funeral Home and
Cremation Services. 
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St. Francis Catholic Church
 1025 S. Union, Traverse City, MI, US, 49684

  
 



Comments

We will remember Rita for all her kindness, love, spirit, Smiles and much more. Her
and Jerry were an essential part to our Miata Family.

 
Jon & Jan Hopkins - December 15, 2020 at 12:12 PM

I loved her as my teacher! Even after i graduated, If I seen her in the store, she
would hug me! Prayers for her family!

 
Stephanie L Wilson - November 23, 2020 at 06:30 PM

Rita was such a dear, kind and gentle woman. We were blessed to know her through
our Miata Club and spent many wonderful hours with Rita & Jerry. I have saved
every hand written note we have gotten from her. She will be missed.

 
Jody Van Slembrouck - November 09, 2020 at 04:42 PM

Ann Donoghue is following this tribute.
 
Ann Donoghue - November 09, 2020 at 11:52 AM

I'm so sad to hear of her death. Rita was a kind, wonderful, incredible woman who
created a family full of love and caring. The times spent in Kinross with the Radecki's
are some of my favorite, best memories. Sending love and hugs to the family. Ann
Donoghue

 
Ann Donoghue - November 09, 2020 at 11:48 AM
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Rita was a dear friend. I worked with her & Jerry for many years at Rudyard Turner-
Howson Elementary school. I always looked forward to her newsy Christmas card &
letter, to catch up with her Jerry & family. God bless you, Rita. Love you, Cindy

 
Cindy Steikar - November 08, 2020 at 06:21 PM

“


