Pastor Robert E. Collier
August 28, 1947 - July 4, 2020

Pastor Robert Eugene Collier, 72, of Traverse City, stepped, danced, and leapt joyfully into
the presence of his Lord and Savior, Saturday, July 4, 2020, without the aid of the cane
that was his constant companion for many years.
Known to many as Pastor Bubba (because anyone that large with a southern accent had
to be named Bubba), Robert was known for many things: His humor, his kindness, and his
deep love for God and other people. He was a pastor to everyone, whether they attended
his church or not; a friend, advocate, and counselor to many, an educator, encourager,
and healer. He was an astute assessor of human nature, a talented translator of Hebrew
and Greek, and one of the sharpest theological minds of our time.
Robert was born on Thursday, August 28, 1947 in Pascagoula, MS and was raised by his
parents Neuman Eugene and Lucille Augusta (Wooten) Collier in West Memphis,
Arkansas. He graduated from West Memphis High School and went on to become the first
person in his family to attend college. After partying through the first couple of semesters,
Robert paused to marry the love of his life, Roxanne Durham, on June 18, 1966 and start
a family. They moved from West Memphis to Horn Lake, MS, where he was called to the
ministry in 1974. Robert went back to college, earning his bachelor’s degree from
Arkansas State University and then his Master of Divinity (magna cum laude) from MidAmerica Baptist Theological Seminary, all the while pastoring small churches and raising
his family in faith and integrity. He taught his children to be strong, independent thinkers,
and encouraged them to be true to themselves and confident in their abilities. Robert and
Roxanne were the dream team of all marriages, each supporting and respecting each
other. They moved around, pastoring churches that needed love and healing, and
ultimately landed in Northern Michigan, where they started Grand Traverse Community
Church and became involved in the Northern Michigan DeColores community. They
celebrated 48 years of marriage before Roxanne transitioned to her heavenly home on
December 23, 2014.
When Robert wasn’t preaching, teaching, or counseling, his favorite pastime was listening

to Bob Dylan, reading, and studying deep biblical truths. He also occasionally enjoyed
exploring his southern roots or Scottish ancestry via a glass of bourbon or scotch. He
relished sharing stories of his involvement in the Civil Rights movement, and of “his kids”
in the migrant community, who grew up to make him proud. If you caught him on a good
day, he would share hilarious stories of his adventures transitioning from a city boy to
country living and the resulting escapades.
Robert was an incomparable husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather and friend.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife and his granddaughter, Adrian Elyse
Morris. He is survived by his daughter, Penelope Lane (Loyd) Morris of Traverse City; his
son, Christian Reed (Lan) Collier of Tallahassee, FL; grandson William Kent (Dakota)
Morris of Jennings, granddaughters, Celeste Morris of Traverse City, Lakyn Collier of
Oxford, Mississippi and Jessica Collier of Tallahassee, FL. Also surviving are his great
grandchildren Sealley, Clyde, Aurora and Angel.
A time to celebrate Pastor Bubba's life will begin at 1 p.m. Saturday July 25 at First
Christian Church, 3686 W. South Airport Road, Traverse City. Interment will be in Linwood
Cemetery in Long Lake Township at a later date.
The family had asked that memorial contributions by directed to Northern Michigan
DeColores Ministries, c/o Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral Home, 305 Sixth St., Traverse City,
MI 49684.
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Comments

“

Robb Collier was my very dear friend when he went to college @ Arkansas State in
the fall of ‘65 & spring of ‘66. He was the lead singer for Gloom, Incorporated, a rock
band in West Memphis. We became best friends. I was drawn by his honesty & love
for others. I went home w/ Robb a couple of times & met Joe Collier, his adoptive
father & his mother also. I watched the love affair with Roxanne Durham (?) blossom
then bloom. I was one of the guys who wanted to do his Shivaree, which we thought
he wanted. Eddie, ( we called “E.” Simmons of Proctor, & Ted Roeder of West
Memphis, we’re friends of Robb’s who came yo AState with him. We met George
Petrine from Siloam Springs & Ronnie Kelton who was married & lived in Jonesboro.
We all became very close. We liked going to Barry’s Truck Stop, & occasionally to
“Tiffany’s by the Tracks”, the Coffee Cup on Main Street in Jonesboro. Our favorite
activity was going to see the Senath Spook Light. Our circle grew larger as time
passed, but Robb was always @ the center. I have tried locating you, Robb through
the years, but never could. I just found this. Robb, I loved you. I’m glad you were part
of my life.

David Linn Arnold - November 13, 2020 at 11:11 PM

“

Sad for us here on earth; rejoicing in heaven! I can just hear Robert say "I have
fought the good faith, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith'. (2 Timothy 4:7)
And to his family .. Sending our love from the MS Gulf Coast!

Faye Hanes - July 24, 2020 at 04:52 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Faye Hanes - July 24, 2020 at 04:47 PM

“

Wanda Oswald lit a candle in memory of Pastor Robert E. Collier

Wanda Oswald - July 10, 2020 at 04:34 PM

“

Pastor Bubba, my friend...YOU know. :-)

Rob Janusch - July 10, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

It was a blessed few encounters in DeColores that made me a fand and devoted
prayer pal. As a nurse he shared his ailments and pain and I understood what he
suffered and was called to pray for him ongoing. In recent months his Facebook
postings concerning current times where so beautiful and timely. Whe I read about
his life; well it needs to be told in a book for sure. The world is indeed a better place
from his presence. My heart and prayers are with his family ongoing. he is HOME but
wil be missed deeply.
Mary Ritchie
DeColores

Mary Ritchie - July 10, 2020 at 12:49 PM

“

Brother Robert, I still can't believe you have left this world for a better place in Heaven. The
good times at Old Fashioned Baptist Church were some of the best times in my life. I think
about Preacher's Punch that you always made at VBS for the kids....loved those days
helping with the kids..you are so missed and loved..tell Sis Roxanne hello for me and will
see you both soon...:) :)
Wanda Oswald - July 10, 2020 at 04:37 PM

