Ross R. French
October 24, 1931 - July 12, 2012

Ross Robert French, 80, of Traverse City, Grawn and Galion, OH, passed away Thursday,
July 12, 2012 at the Munson Hospice House in Traverse City surrounded by family.
Ross was born on October 24, 1931 to the late Willard and Hazel (Ross) French in
Pittsfield, MA.
He entered into marriage with the former Maxine June Bohn on May 23, 1953 at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Traverse City; the same church Maxine was Baptized, confirmed, and
attended. Ross was preceded in death by his bride of over 54 years in 2008.
Ross proudly served his country with the United States Air Force during the Korean War.
As a Veteran, Ross, served as a nuclear weapons field test engineer and maintained his
patriotism as a member of the American Legion and VFW. Ross was associated with the
AEC, Atomic Energy Commission and made his living with the U.S. Postal Service for
over 20 years, retiring in 1989. He enjoyed writing and creating poetry, was a student of
military history and spent much time traveling in years past.
Ross is survived by his two sons, Colin French of Grawn, MI, and Keith French of
Kingsley, MI, two grandchildren, Chardonay and Makayla, one brother, David (Mary)
French, several nieces and nephews as well as other loving family members and friends.
Ross was preceded in death by his wife, Maxine, his parents, brothers, Ronald French,
James French and Willard French.
Per his wish cremation has taken place and a military committal service will be held at
Grand Traverse Memorial Gardens.
Memorial contributions may be directed to the charity of your choice.

Cemetery
Grand Traverse Memorial Gardens
3575 Veterans Drive
Traverse City, MI, 49684

Comments

“

I'll miss Ross a great deal. He was a fabulous person and a great mind. He wrote
beautiful poetry and shared it with those around him. I first met Ross when he
volunteered in the Commission on Aging office, and then volunteered to help with our
millage campaign. He was thoughtful and a big help. I miss our occasional lunches
together and will remember our great conversations.

Georgia Durga - July 17, 2012 at 09:42 AM

“

Keith and Colin:
Sorry to hear about your fathers' passing. My sympathy goes out to both you and
your families. I have fond memories of Ross and Chardonay's time together when
she was little. He was always kind to me. May God bring you peace.
Sincerely,
Nancy Stover

Nancy Stover - July 14, 2012 at 09:13 AM

